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Resumen: Crespo, A., Barreno, E.. Sancho, L. G., Pintado, A. & Lumbsch, H. Th. Cuatro especies nuevas de liguenes en Espafia.

Lazaroa 24: 3-5(2003).

Se presentan cuatro nuevas citas de liquenes de Espafia, concretamente Aspicilia moenium, Lecanora stenotropa, Vezdaea leprosa v
Xanthoparmelia plitii. Las especies probablemente no son raras pero habfan sido obviadas, bien por ser inconspicuas bien por ser simi-

lares morfoldgicamente a oiras especies.

Abstract: Crespo, A., Rarreno, E., Sancho, L. G.. Pintado, A. & Lumbsch, H. Th. Four lichen species new to Spain. Lazaroa 24: 3-5

(2003},

Four species of lichens are reported as new to Spain, namely Aspicilia moenium, Lecanora stenofropa, Vezdaea leprosa and
Xanthoparmelia plitii. The species are probably not rare, but overlooked, since they are either inconspicuous ot morphelogically similar

to other species.

INTRODUCTION

The flora of Spain is especially rich due to the
number of various ecosystems present on the Iberian
peninsula (Rivas-MARTINEZ & Lopi, 1999) and this
is also true for lichens, In a recently published chec-
klist of Spanish lichens (LLiMONA & HLADUN, 2001)
more than 2.500 species were recorded. With the pu-
blication of this checklist there is now a good basis
for taxenomic and floristic work on lichens in Spain.
On joint field trips in central Spain in June 2003, we
could collect four lichen species that were not repot-
ted earlier from Spain. The species are probably not
rare, but overlooked, since they are either very small
and inconspicuous or similar to other common taxa.
Thus these species are briefly discussed below to
draw attention to these lichens that may be found el-
sewhere on the Iberian peninsula. Specimens are de-
posited in MAF Herbarium.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Aspicilia moenium (Vain.) Thor & Timdal.

La Rioja: Montenegre de Cameros, 42°05°N,
02°44’W, 850 m, on horizontal face of concrete
bridge, 5-VI-2003, H. T. Lumbsch & E. Barreno
(MAF Lich 9806).

This is a very inconspicuous lichen that com-
monly occurs on concrete walls and that is hardly
distinguished from the substrate. It is only visible as
tiny (up to 1.0 mm long), grayish-white, pruinose
squamules with dark bluish-black soredia at the mar-
gins. The squamules are often appressed to the subs-
trate and irregularly shaped. The species is usually
sterile. A full description (as its synonim Aspicilia
excavata Thor & Timdal) is given by Thor & Timdal
(1986), who also give excellent illustrations.
Originally described from Finland (Vamvio, 1921),
its distribution is imperfectly known. New European
records continue to be noted (e.g. CRITTENDEN,
1997). It is probably a very common species in
Europe and was found by one of us (HTL) on con-
crete walls of almost every old wall examined in the
Ruhr area of Germany that is one of the most popu-
lated areas in central Eurcpe. In North America, A.
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moenigm has been reported from Colorado (WEBER,
1990, 1996) and Massachussets (LAGrecA &
Lumsscl, 2001). B mainly occurs on non-natural
substrates such as mortar, concrete. and marble and
is very rarely seen on natural rock outerops.

Lecanora stenotropa Nyl.

Madrid: Rascafiia, Sierra de Guadarrama, Pico
de Doy Hermanas, 2200 m. on granigs, 12-VI-2(03,
H. T Lumbsei, L G, Sancho & A. Pintado (MAF
L.ich 98018

This Tichen is most probably everlooked, since it
is morphologically very close w Lecanora polyiro-
pet (Ehah, ex Hoffm.) Rabenh., which is a common
species on siliceous rocks in temperate and alpine
regions. However, L. stenotropa differs in stighlty
larger and more brownish apothecia, although this
difference iy sometimes difficult 1o observe, and na-
rrowly ellipsoid spores (8-12 % 3-4 um). In contrast.
Lecanara polytropa has broadly elfipsoid to ellip-
soid spores (9-15 x 4-7 pm). The morphology of this
species group is very variable: both species can pro-
duce either lecanorine or bialorine apothecia. The
speeies s cosmopalitun, known from Europe (e.g.
Purvis & al., 1992; Wirri, 19943, North America,
and New Zealund (LAGRECA & Lumpscr, 2001).

Vezdaea leprosa (P James) Vezda.

La Rinja: Munlcnégrd de (amuoxh"()‘i\
(02°44"W, 850 m. on detritus at roadside, 5-VI-2003,
HOT Lumbych & A, Crespe (IMAF Lich 9807,

This lichen is cusily overlooked, since it is in-
conspicucus and may be mistaken lor a terricoious
algae. However, it is readity distinguished by the
clear grayish-green color of the thallus consisting of
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goniocysis, Additionally. the uniformely thick-wa-
lled asci and the cylindrical, usually simple ascos-
pores characierize this lichen. An exhaustive des-
cription with numerous illustrations is given by
Ernst (19953, The specics is common in Europe and
has been recorded from numerous countries {e.g..
BERGLER & al, 1998 ErnsT, 1995; MOTIEIUNAIK,
20000 PaLcE, 1999; SCaNELL, 1983; TONSBERG,
990, Tror, 1993% 1t has alse been reported from
North America (BUck & al., 1999} and probably oc-
curs in Tierra det Fuego (identity of a specimen co-
llected by HTL is uncertain, since it is sterile).

Xanthoparmelia plitii (Gyeln.) Hale.

Zaragoza: Embid de la Rivera, 4122°N, 31° 36'W,
510 m, on siliceous rocks. 4-VI-2003, A, Crespo, O,
Blunco & H. T Limbsch (MAT Lich 9807).

Xauntlroparmeliv piini s characterized by a pale to
dark brown or mottled lower surfuce, globose tw
subcylindrical isidis, simple to coralloid, and the pre-
sence of the stictic acid chemosyndrome in addition
to usnic acid. It is very similar o X tincting that is
commonly found in the Mediterrancan area, but rea-
dily distinguished by the black lower surface and di-
rrent 1ype of isidia (Gloroant & «f., 2002). 1t is pro-
bably a quite common species in central Spain.
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