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restrir.ted to burie d remains or fragmentary 
structures . Intellectually there is a contin uu m 
from prehistoric rock art to the architecture of 
the Modem Movement and beyond, which 
can be studied using the complex of disci ­
plines and techniqu es known collectively as 
'archaeology'. The protection and conserva­
tion of this vast body of mater ial evidence, 
of which 'archaeo logical' sites and monu ­
ments form a sub st antial sub set, has been 
the subjec t of increas ingly intensive study 
and discussion from the Renaissanc e o n­
wards. It began with humanist scholars and 
art ists in Rome, no tab ly Rapha el, wh o had 
learned to appreciat e the aes the tic qualities 
of classica l art and arc hit ecture and inter­
vened with th e papacy to prevent the 
destruction of what had survived . The 
Enlightenment saw the evo lution of cul tural 
paradigms which were to lay the foundations 
for modern conservation princip les and pra c­
tice. Thi s wa s a period wh en archaeo logy wa s 
in its infanc y and the high gro und o f conser ­
vation was se ized by ar chit ects who ev olved 
principl es that have' tended to dominate the 
field without refe ren ce to archaeolo g ists. 
Despite the title of th is boo k, therefore, it is 
o f cons ider ab le relevance to th ose whos e 
co ncern is prin cipa lly with the archaeo logical 
her itag e, how eve r narrowl y define d . 

In its earlie r chap krs , Rome appears large, 
s ince it wa s her e that p ioneers suc h as 
Johann Joach im Wincke lm.inn and Anton io 
Canova bega n to de ve lop a sys t,-mat ic 
approach to its wea lth of classirn l monu ­
me nts. Rome attracted scholars and ar chi ­
tects from oth er part s of Jtaly and Europe 
who took th e ir theories and p rac tices back 
to their home l,md s, mo st not ab ly to Engk,nd , 
France, Pruss ia a nd other German sta tes in 
the e ight ee nth and ea rly ninet ee nth ce n ­
turies . Not surpri singly, th e strength of prop ­
erty owne rs hip und er its co mm o n law mea nt 
that England wa s s lower than Fran ce ,,r 
Prussia to ado pt tlw conc ept of a n ove rrid ing 
s tat e inter es t in the p ro te ctio n and cons erva­
tion of its he ritag e. 

Th e Italia n app rnach was based prim;:irily 
o n its rich classical herit;:igc , but late 
eighteenth ce ntur y 1:ngland and Cl'r m ,rn y 
witnessed the gwwth o f Ro1m mti cism, in 
some measure a reaction aga ins t the Age of 
Reason, and wi th it tlw recogn itio n of th e 
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cultural values of Gothic architect ure . In hi s 
famous essay, Von deutscher Baukunst, Goethe 
identified the architecture of the Middle Ages 
as a manifestat ion of the German spirit 
which was to have a profound influence on 
the trajectory of conservation in Germany 
led by Karl -Fried rich Schinkel. This move­
ment also played an important role in 
France, where Eugene Emmanuel Violle t-le ­
Duc was to estab lish a powerful tradition 
with his work at Car casso nne , Pierr efon ds, 
N o tre-Dame de Paris and ebewhere. 

The mid nineteen th ce ntury saw a debate 
raging that was as fierce as that created by 
the publication of The Origin of Species. O n 
the one han d wer e the adv ocat es of Viollet ­
le-Duc's approach of systemat ic restora tion 
(known to its detractors as 'destructive 
res to ration') and, on the o th er, were tho se 
led by Jo hn Ruskin and William Morris, foun­
der of th e Society for the Prot ec tion of 
Anc ient Buildings (SPAB), for whom the hi s ­
tori city of monuments as doc um ent s was a 
co nc ern . The SPAB's phi loso phy gradu ally 
prevailed, its influen ce spreading to ot he r 
parts of Europe, and it con tinue s to under lie 
modern co nse rvation prin ciples a nd pra c­
tices. The present cen tur y h as see n int ensive 
theoretica l ac tivity in this field, wit h not ab le 
con tribu tions fro m Alois Rieg! and Cesa re 
Brnndi, which Jokile ht o sy nth es izes adm ir­
ably. It is wo rth y of note, perhap s, that 
Brand i so mewh at co n te mp tuou sly rejects 
the 'arc haeol og ica l' approac h, involv ing the 
prcse rvat iun of <'very cle men t of a monu ­
menl, in favour of concen tration on its 
aL•st hcl ic qual ities . 

This exCL'ile!1t book, which co mp lements 
Alain Schn;:ipp's cqunl ly admirable his tory 
of ;:irchaeo lo1,')', La co11q11rtf' r/11 posse, is 
based Pn il l) J'hi l t hes is al th e Unive rs ity of 
York which looked al The Co ntribu tion of 
English, French, Germa n and Ita lia n Thought 
Towa rds an Inte rnationa l Approach to the 
Co nserviltion o f Cultural l'ropcrty', and, as 
a re sult, de ve lopment s in ,)ther countri es 
arc de alt wi th so mewha t summ arily in the 
penul tim ate chapter. Th e perceptions of 
mo nument s a nd the co nseq uent att itud es to 
co nserv at ion in the Far East, and in particu lar 
in Ja pa n, rl'pre scn t a com pletel y different 
culturn l trad ition with its own vJ lidi ty which 
it wou ld be int ere~ting to se l a lo ngside 
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that wh ich deve loped in Europe and the 
Ame ricas . 

It is also to be regretted tha t more space is 
not devote d to reconstruction of individua l 
componen ts of archaeo logical sites; there 
are brief comments on con troversial recon­
structions such as those at Knossos, Babylon, 
Chan Chan, Nara, and Ephesus . On a larger 
scale, the pos twar recon structions of the Old 
City of Warsaw and Gdansk receive - some ­
what su rprisingly - no more than a passing 
nod of approval. The reco nstruction of 
Colon ial Will iamsburg is dea lt with at some­
what greater length , but it st ill leav es th e 
reader wanting more from an author wh ose 
knowledge of his subje ct and experience are 
unrivalled. But the se ar e m inor quib bles : 
the book itsel f is an o ut s tanding p iece of 
wor k which pro vides a deep h isto rical 
pe rspectiv e o n a subject that is of immense 
rele vanc e to everyone conce rned with the 
h eritage . 

Henr y Cleer e 
l11tem11tio1111/ Co1111cil 011 M m111111e11ts 1111rl Sites 

Pnris, Fm11cc 

M. W. Con key, 0. Soffer , D. Stra tmann and 
N. C. Jablons ki, eds, BClfOllrf A rt: Plei stom 1c 
/11111gc 111,r/ Sy 111/Jol. (Sa n Francisco : Californ ia 
Acad emy of Sciences, 1997, xi + 378 pp. , 
ISBN: D 940 228 38 6, hbk, $55, ll 9402 28 37 8, 
pbk, $35) 

Bcyo11r/ Art is il very welcome vo lume abou t 
o ne of th e most dis cusse d them es in prc­
h isto ,y. Th e ed itors hav e put together an 
impre ss ive collec tion of pnpers dealing with 
l' le istoce ne Art (prehi s tor ic 'a rt' is used in 
the scn~c o f pre his to ric ' imagery') o n a 
worldwide bas is which gives the book ;rn 
int eg rity th<1t is miss ing in a lot of ot her 
volumes abo u t art from ;:i remote pas t. It is 
time for European mchaeol ogists to rea lize 
tha t there a re symb olic man ifestations ;:is 
o ld as the ones from so uth -wes t France and 
north Spain from Austra lia to So uth AfricJ 
and cven from the Americ;:is. 

The book or iginntc s from two di ffcrL'n l 
sym pos ia the ed itors orga n ized in Or cg(ln 
in 1993 and Sa n Francisco in ·19'15 a nd is 
d ivided in to four sec tions: (a) Anillytical 
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metho ds : from dating to te chno logies of 
image making, (b) Approach es to the 'w hv ' 
of presence and absence, (c) lnterpreta tirn;s 
of regional imagery in the Eu ropean Paleo­
lith ic, an d (d) Th e interpretative process . 

Alth ough ther e is only one section with 
an explicit focus on the European regional 
1mage1y , both the hi sto rical background (1f 
the res ea rch o f 'Plei s toce ne Art' and tlw 
editors' personal back grotmd might expla in 
the pr ed ominance o f European L'x,1111plcs 
throu ghout the volume . 0 . Soffer and 
M. W. Conkey's intro d uc to ry chapter can b,, 
seen as the core pa rt o f the book a nd formu ­
lates most o f th e ques tio ns dis cussl'd in t lw 
subse qu en t sectio ns. Withou t ,my doubt , 
this paper should be in eve ry reader on 
'Rock Art ' semi nar s . In 'Prehi s toric imagL'ry 
vs prehisto ric "art"' th e authors scrutinize 
th e pivotal quest ion o f why archa cologi;;ts 
sho uld avoid th e te rm 'a rt' if thcv wanl lu 
appr oJch the sig nirica nce ,,r in~'.1gL'S and 
symbo ls from a remote past. As llwy s t,1le, 
'to ca ll them "art" is bolh misleading and 
limiting'. Even if sum c archaL•ologis ls might 
fee l un comfortab le, w,' would likl' lo pul for­
ward thl' ir COllCL'pti nn th at 'arch,wo log ic.Jl 
data o n llw issues Wt' cxplorl' ;11\' full ,if 
ilmbiguit y, ;111d thi s is to bl' ,,.,ploill'd ' . 
The first and the last serlion uf th is vo lume 
arc thC' most babnCL'ci and usl'ful, ,rnd I lwn' 
fore, wi ll be the focus of lhi, rl'vi ,-w. T" sl,1r1 
w ith, Wa tchm a n' s updal L' "11 ard1.1l'llllll' lri,· 
issues a nd L'Spec ia lly his nunwrn u, 1>r,1<"1ica l 
examples providL' a cil',ir w.irning .ib"ut 
how ca rdull y we hilve ln n1ns i,kr lhc res u lts 
of new techn iques . Although his pnsili"n .,f 
blaming J rcha cologisls ,is ;1 whole ! Il l 1111,Tili 
cally Jpp lying new sc il'n lific· k ch niqu,'s i, 
ext re me , ii seems impnrl,1111 lh.il ill ' sl1\·, s,•s 
the necL)ssity of ~11\"-'.J\·~ ind t11..lin1~ di-..t·u:-;~i1H1 ... 
on the pol itics b,,J1ind I lw .i'rrh,H·" l"gi, ·,,! 
discourse' . · 

J. Clnlll's' pap,'r , ,,, ,ww l,,h,. r.il,11'\' krh 
n iques shows how lh"" " s<·i,·11lili,· lt'd111iq11c, 
rnn hL'ip I<> bl' ll, ' 1 11n,k1,1,1nd llw ,v1Y 
impo rtanl lechn olog iL'.Ji f>nl<'1'dt11\•s o( p.ii nt" 
ing. Thl'rl'fllrt·, his stu d, · l' llis s!ln1l' "I 
lh L' poinls rn;idt' h\' l\ ',11,11111.111 in .i bn,.idl'r 
rnnkxl. Hui ~·[.,lks ,,!,., , l1l'ssl's llw imp " r 
t~1nn~ of ~il·hil•, ·ing d bdll111n· bt'l\\ \ ·,·11 

r,•s,•,1rch .111d ]'r <·s,·rv,11 i, ,n "lw11 ·'l'l ' h·ing 
thos e ll'chniquL 's. 
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Marshack'~ compelling proposal for the 
understanding of 'complex symbol ic tradi­
tions' in south-west Europe and the Middle 
East has to be seen against the backgro und 
of the comple x academic traditions in this 
eurocentric discipline . Neve rth eless, his 
interpretation goes well beyond the classic 
studies of Pleis toce ne imag ery and opens 
up various avenues for future research in 
accept ing the ambigu ity of the archaeological 
data . 

In the last paper of the first section, 
R. White discusses the su bstant iality in 
upper Paleolithic representations and mak es 
a good case - based on evidence from 
Grima ldi - for considering oth er aspects 
behind th e aesthet ic con templation such as 
the fact that the figurines arc 'tactile' 
const ruction s. In addit ion to questioning th e 
termino logy of art, his explanation of the 
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significance of those figurines seems to be 
problematic as has rece nt ly been suggested . 

The final paper by M. W. Conkey is clearly 
one o f the mos t valuable pap ers in the book. 
Her proposal to broaden our research focus 
and to not on ly look inside the caves is 
especially important. She points out that 
the archaeo logist's ow n histori cal specificity 
has to be includ ed in all stud ies of visual pro ­
duction s. For Conkey , this is more reasonab le 
than to cont inu e lookin g after lost myths, 
especially if we will be able to ground our 
researc h in both empirica l dep th and im agi ­
nat ive power. Th erefore, archaeo logy and 
the interpreta tion of early 'art' is always 
provis ional. 

Agustin Diez Cas tillo 
Archaeologicnl Research Facility 

University of California at Berkeley, USA 

. CONFERENCE REVIEW 

Migration und Kulturtransf er: Der 
Wandel Vorde r- und Zentralasiatischer 
Kulturen im Umbruch vom 2. zum 1. 
vorchristlichen Jahrtausend. Deutsches 
Archaologisches Institut, Eurasien- und 
Orient -Abteilung. Berlin, Curt-Sachs -Saal 
des Staatlichen lnstituts fiir M usik­
forschung Preuss ischer Kulturbesitz, 23-
26 November 1999 

During this con ference, which was organized 
by He rrmann Parzinger and Ricardo Eich ­
mann, the hea ds of the Department s of 
Eurasian and Or iental Archaeo logy of the 
German Archaeologica l Institute (DAI), 30 
lecturers from several countri es including 
Chin a, Russia, Uzbek istan, Israel, Turkey, 
France , Italy, Grea t Brita in, the USA and 
Germany, presented and discussed new 
data and mater ia l from an area reach ing 
from northern China to the Levant. 

The transition from the secon d to the first 
millennium BC ca n be described as a period 
of change in large parts of the anc ient 
world . Scho lars from different schoo ls of 
thought tried to high light th e interde pen den ­
cies between cul tura lly d iverse regions during 
thi s process . The pa rticipants discussed pro­
blems of migrution and culturnl tra nsfer in 
Central Asia, the Neur East and ad jac:ent 
a reas. The assumption that the movements 
of so metimes nom ad ic pas tora l groups were 
the pr ime cause of cu ltural ch,rngc was a pre­
vailing undercurrent in the exp lanuto 1y 
models offer ed ill the con ference. Yet some 
of the participun ts emphas ized factors inher ­
ent in the cu ltu ral systems themse lves as 
bei ng the motor for cu ltu re change. Hen ri­
Pau l Francfort (Paris), for example, st res sed 

the importa nce of loca l tr.:insform.i lions of 
ideology in cont rast to invasion as a factm 
for change. Theoreti cal discussions and 
attempts to class ify modes o f cultura l 
exchange did not, how ever, play a leading 
role in the conference nur, as Parzinger 
po inted out, were they intended to. "flw 
main thrust o f lhe proce edings was lo creatL' 
the empirirn l mate rial and chron,,Ingical 
basis for cu ltura l compa ris,H1s over such ;1 
vast region. 

The prese n tations nf new finds ,rnd dall's 
from northwcstcrn China presented by Wu 
En (Pl'king) and Mayke Wagner (fkrlin) 
were of ou tst,rn din g intL'rL'St. New radio 
carbon d;ites between '1400 and 1000 cal. 
BC point to the genesis of Llw Sibt'ri,rn 
.inimal sty lL' as WL'II ;is nther typic:il slq,pl' 
artefa cb in thi s ;ire.i. Undoubiedlv , mubile 
groups of pastoralists and nc>rn,1:ls plawd 
an imporlant role in the cullur,11 " 'l,ilion, 
between Ch ina and Central 1\si,1 at ilw lurn 
of the second t, , the first milll' nnium I\C. 
An inva luJb le source Lu ch,1racll' rizc Llw 
peop le involved arc the f.imuus mumm i,' s 
from the prov ince of Xinji,rng (Sink i,rng ) in 
northwcslcrn Ch ina , which IVl'rl' pul in ,1 

wider context by rl'n·nl find~ fn ,111 i lw 
SibcriJn i\ltai by NJI Jli j;i l'c,1,,s'rn,ik (Novns i 
birsk). Thl' rou lcs o f mobil L' p,·,ip l<' "' n·ntr,11 
i\~iun origin reJcl1L'd a, f,1r ,1s ilw lndi-in su b 
conti nent, ,is rnl'k c,1n·ing, in Eura,i,111 
anima l style in llw L'i' l'l' r lndu~ V,1IIL•v 
impressiwly dC'rnonslr,11,' (I lur,1ld I l;iup l­
mann, Istanbul) . 

l'Mz ingL'r inlroduCL'd ,1 nl'IV d1n,nolllg)" f.,r 
the latl' Bron,.e and l'.1rly ln111 ,\ge in ~"ulh 
crn SilwriJ with higlwr d,1tl's for lhl' i\ndr c, 
novo CullUll'. Ml'ch.111is1n, n f ch,rngL' in 
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