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OrvctoLacus cunicurus: WHY IS IT SO RELEVANT? WHY IS IT SO USED?
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MEDITERRANEAN ABUNDANCE CONTINUOUS PRESENCE HIGH BIRTH RATE PREDATORS DURING ALL THE YEAR EASY CAPTURE LOTS OF RESOURCES

WHY IS THIS WORK NECESSARY?
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27. Cova dels Blaus

42. Tossal de la Roca
Upper Palaeolithic 43. Coves de Santa Maira

50. Cueva de Nerja

problems accurate excavations technics

- Few taphonomic studies

Methodological standarization of the
archaeozoological studies

1. Cova de I’Arbreda
3. Can Garriga

Iberian Mediterranean subsistence model:

. . - . . 8. Font Voltada Mesolithic
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sized prey (red deer or ibex) during Upper 30. Volcan del Faro 41. Benamer _
c L 33. Cova de les Malladetes 43. Coves de Santa Maira
Palaeolithic (UP) 34. Cova Parpallé 40. Mas del Gelat
. . . - . 36. Cova del Comte 41. Cova de la Falguera
-High importance of rabbit in the human diets 52. Cova Foradada 41. Penya del Comptador
i i 37. Cova de les Cendres 45. Casa Corona
from the Early UpP (AurlgnaCIan) 44. Cova de la Barriada 46. Lagrimal
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-Filleting of rabbit meat in order to be preserved 42. Tossal de la Roca

43. Coves de Santa Maira
48. Cueva Caballo

(deferred consumption) in UP

49. El Pirulejo
Archaeological site with rabbit presence in the Iberian Mediterranean region. Highlighted 50. Cueva dé Nerja
assemblage with taphonomic studies. 51. Terrasses de la Riera dels Canyars

SO...WHICH ARE OUR RESULTS ?

At least from the Gravettian (Malladetes, Cendres), rabbit has an
important presence (>80%) in the assemblages, mainly related to
(Bolomor XVIIC), MIS 6 (Bolomor XIlI, XI) and MIS 3 (Salt Xa). However, a more anthropogenic origin. The subsistence activities do not focus only
on immediate consumption, but also on the preparation of skins and
preservation activities (deferred consumption). This is a long-term
strategy that continues during the Tardiglacial phases (Magdalenian
and Epimagdalenian). In spite of resource diversification, due to the
development and exploitation of the Mediterranean forest, the relative
importance of the rabbit does not decrease.

The NISP of rabbit in archaeological assemblages is relatively important (ca.

There is a breakage of this tendency, and the rabbit presence drops off
50%), but with sporadical presence in anthropogenic assemblages of MIS 9

markedly (30-40%). The complex sequence of Santa Maira shows a sudden
change in the presence of rabbit between Epimagdalenian and Mesolithic
without an erosive hiatus. This does not fit with the long-term tendencies
to diversification and exploitation of the new forest. Instead, it could be
related to all the deep changes that occur with the arrival of the Mesolithic
(different technologies and territorial conceptions).

intense use has been identified in MIS 5e (Bolomor IV), probably linked to
more concrete and repetitive human occupations. Neanderthals show the
same capabilities as AMH to catch these small preys, but with a different
management of faunal resources, being still abundant the rabbit bone
assemblages of natural origin (raptors, small carnivores and natural deaths).
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XVIIC MIS 9 356.7 428 587 10 3.7 1.6 7.2 0 41.9 100
Bolomor Xl MIS6  Mousterian >0 131911045 0 0 : ' Probably the changes in the rabbit role in the human subsistence are
X 87.3 262 472 7 107 4.2 0 0 76.6 T , , ] ,
v MIS 5e 1435 703 372 20 08 35 21 0 59.0 not only due to prey availability, according to ecological or climatic
variations. On the contrary, these could be as a result of different
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XVla Gravettian ~ 10729.2 5150 886 80 7.2 - 0.04 6 39.4
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* Calculated from a reduced sample
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