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ABSTRACT: A new combination in the genus Oloptum Réser & Hamasha (Poaceae) is proposed:
Oloptum miliaceum subsp. thomasii. Keywords: Gramineae, Mediterranean flora; nomenclature;

Piptatherum thomasii; Pooideae.

RESUMEN: Nueva combinacion en Oloptum Roser & Hamasha (Poaceae: Stipeae). Se propone una
nueva combinacion en el género Oloptum Roser & Hamasha (Poaceae): Oloptum miliaceum subsp.
thomasii. Palabras clave: Gramineae; flora mediterranea; nomenclatura; Piptatherum thomasii; Pooideae.

INTRODUCTION

The tribe Stipeae Dumort. (Poaceae) with an estimated
number of ca. 600 species is part of the grass subfamily
Pooideae Benth. and has near worldwide distribution. This
tribe comprises temperate, cool-season (Csz) grasses that
generally occupy somewhat moist to predominantly dry
open grasslands and steppe communities in all continents
except Antarctica (see FREITAG, 1975). The number of
genera accepted in the Stipeae varies widely in modern
treatments.

Piptatherum was described by PALISOT de BEAUVOIS
(1812). This genus, as currently circumscribed, is poly-
phyletic. The “Miliacea group” in Piptatherum consists of
two closely related taxa: Piptatherum miliaceum (L.) Cos-
son subsp. miliaceum and subsp. thomasii (Duby) Freitag [=
Milium thomasii Duby; P. thomasii (Duby) Kunth]) (ROSHE-
VITS, 1951; FREITAG, 1975; TZVELEV, 1976) and form a
strongly supported clade. This group shares a chromosome
number of 2n = 24 (ROMASCHENKO & al., 2011, 2012).

Piptatherum miliaceum s.1. is a very common species of
various disturbed habitats with tendency to nitrophily; at
roadsides, along ditches, at field borders, on dumping
grounds, in dry river beds. Traditionally, two taxa have been
recognized as subspecies within Piptatherum miliaceum;
subsp. miliaceum and subsp. thomasii. The subsp. thomasii
differs from the typical form in having densely verticillate
panicles with 15-30(50) or more often sterile branches on
the lowest whorl (FREITAG, 1975; VELAYOS, 2020).

Based on molecular phylogenetic studies, the Old
World species P. miliaceum was strongly supported as a
distinct clade, distantly related to the other species of
Piptatherum (HAMASHA & al., 2012; ROMASCHENKO &
al., 2011, 2012). For this reason, Roser and Hamasha (in
HAMASHA & al., 2012) create a new genus named Oloptum
M. Réser & H.R. Hamasha.

The molecular and morphological differences between
the two taxa included in “Miliacea group” support the re-
cognition of two entities at the infraspecific level, as tra-
ditionally proposed by several authors (e.g., BOISSSIER,
1884; NYMAN, 1882; WILLKOMM, 1893; HELDREICH,
1898; RICHTER, 1890; ROUY, 1913; FREITAG, 1975; SO-
JAK, 1982; BOLOS & VIGO, 2001; VALDES & SCHOLZ,
2009; TISON & al., 2014; TUTIN, 1980; PETERSON & al.,
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2019; VELAYOS, 2020), but its inclusion in the newly
circumscribed Oloptum (HAMASA & al., 2012; BANFI &
GALASSO, 2014; PETERSON & al., 2019) requires a new
nomenclatural combination which is here proposed.

Oloptum miliaceum subsp. thomasii (Duby) P.P. Ferrer, R.
Rosello, E. Laguna & J.B. Peris, comb. nov.
= Milium thomasii Duby, Bot. Gall. 1: 505. 1828 [basionym]
Ind. loc.: “in rupestribus Corsicae ad promontorium Capo-
Corso dictum reperiit Ph. Thomas”
Type (designated by Freitag, 1975: 363 [inadvertent
lectotypification?]): “Type. Corsica, ad promontorium Capo-
Corso, Thomas (holo. G-non vidi)”.
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